Family Law Research Paper- Due January 17, 2020
Pre-approved topic: Common-law Marriage

[bookmark: _GoBack]For this assignment, students will research and write a paper on a topic that is covered in our text that is also of personal interest or importance to you.  The text of the paper must be a minimum of 8 pages (Maximum of 12). Please note that the abstract and bibliography are not included in the page requirement!!! Papers must have an abstract and a bibliography. The bibliography must include a minimum of 6 sources. This document must be submitted in APA format. Your topic must be pre-approved by your instructor. You must submit your topic by November 24, 2019 at 11:59 PM. Additionally, you must submit an outline and a list of your sources no later than December 15, 2019 at 11:59 PM.  Plagiarism shall result in disciplinary action. Late papers will receive lower grades unless the instructor determines that there is a satisfactory reason for the late receipt. Papers must be submitted in Times New Roman 12-point font! No exceptions! The final version of your paper is due on January 17, 2020 by 11:59 PM.
If you have not done so already, you should answer the following questions PRIOR to submitting your paper and make the appropriate changes. 

1. Does my paper meet the page requirements? (i.e., Is the text of my paper between 8-12 pages when I exclude the title page, abstract, and reference page? 
2. Does my paper have a minimum of 6 sources? 
3. Does my paper comply with APA format? Compare your paper to the sample paper found here: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html
4. Review the WBU Plagiarism Policy[image: Open this document with ReadSpeaker docReader].
5. Ensure your paper is in Times New Roman, 12-point font. 
6. Watch this instructional video and ensure that your spacing is correct.
7. Perform a spell check and grammar check.
8. Ensure that your paper does not use the following words: 1. "I" 2. "My" 3. "You".  Instead, use words like "As one may imagine...", "One should consider...", etc. Also, note that it is generally not appropriate for your personal opinions to be included in the paper. 
9. Read your paper aloud. (You will be surprised how many errors you will find by reading your paper aloud!) 
10. Utilize the Word read aloud feature. (By listening to your paper being read aloud, you will catch any additional errors that remain. Note: If the computer voice changes speed, you likely have a sentence structure error. Try adding or deleting commas accordingly.)
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